Die Fledermaus

Ouverture

Johann Strauss (jr.)

arranged by Paul De Bra for
accordion quintet (or orchestra)
(1, 2, 3, 4, bass)

Die Fledermaus (the Bat, sometimes called “The Revenge of the Bat”) is a
(comical) operetta by Johann Strauss junior. It consists of an “Ouverture”
and three Acts. It is based on “Das Gefangnis” (The Prison), a farce by the
German playwriter Julius Roderich Benedix.

While arrangements for accordion ensemble exist of different songs from
the operetta this arrangement is of the (entire) ouverture.

The ouverture is rather difficult (especially compared to the individual
songs) but also sounds more interesting than just a medley of songs.

In the arrangement it is best if the first voice can reach the high B and if
the fourth voice has melody bass, but neither are really necessary.

Bass registers are indicated but also not necessary (as many bass
accordions come without registers).

A recording by Professor P is available on YouTube.

This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution
license.
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rit/a tempo not original, but viennese style 5
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Tempo di Valse (not too fast)
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