
Happy Birthday 
Variations 

 

arrangement of the theme and 7 variations 
 
 

Peter Heidrich 
 

arranged by Paul De Bra for 
accordion quintet 
(1, 2, 3, 4, bass) 

 
To celebrate the 25th anniversary of his string ensemble Peter Heidrich 
composed Happy Birthday Variations, consisting of the theme and 14 
variations. This arrangement for accordion quintet (or orchestra) contains 
the theme and 7 variations, and was first made and played (by Avanti) 
back in 1996 and was (25 years) later revisesd that (and entered in 
Musescore). The whole composition take about 20 minutes, but this 
arrangement only about 6. 
This is of course a happy, festive, composition and arrangement, and it is 
relatively easy to play. 
While the Happy Birthday theme is in the public domain in many 
countries, this "Variations" composition is not (and won't be for a very 
long time to come). 
 
Professor P has made a recording available on YouTube. 
 
This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution 
license (but the composition is not). 
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Peter Heindrich
arr. Paul De Bra

theme + 7 out of 14 variations
Happy-Birthday-Variations
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     

     






























































































 
 

  


 

  








(if possible can also be        8va)

5. Beethoven, Allegretto

2.1.







8 Happy-Birthday-Variations
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  

84

79

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I







 

 



















 





  

 

 



   

   

   

  










































































































 

 

 






























 Happy-Birthday-Variations 9
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



96

90

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I










 







 

   

 

  

 



 



   
































































































 

  




















10 Happy-Birthday-Variations
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

113

102

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I




































  





















  



   



   



   



   






































6. Schumann, Assai agitato

2.1.


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127

121

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I

 






 

























       

             

                

             

 

 

































































espr.

meno mosso















12 Happy-Birthday-Variations
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138

133

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I

  
  

    



 



 

 

 

 

 

     

      

      

       

 





































































































espr.

espr.

poco rit.














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149

144

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I





 

 

 









 

  

 
         

           

 































































7. Brahms, Allegro ma non troppo
14 Happy-Birthday-Variations
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161

155

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I

 
 



  

    

  

  

   

   

  

     

    


















































 




































 
















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175

168

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I



 

















 

 

  

    

  

    















































 





 






























33

3

33

3

pizz.

leggiero

leggiero

leggiero

8. Strauss, Vivace




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

190

182

B

B

IV

IV

III

III

II

II

I

I




 













 





    



  



 


























































































arco
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For more arrangements, check out www.de-bra.nl/arrangements.html

PrestoLargomolto rit.


















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