
Scherzo, String Quartet 14 
 

D810, “Der Tod und das Mädchen” 
 
 

Franz Schubert 
 

arranged by Paul De Bra for 
accordion quintet (1, 2, 3, 4, bass) 

 
Schubert’s string quartet D810 is called “Der Tod und das Mädchen” 
because the second movement contains a variation on Schubert’s song, 
based on a poem by Matthias Claudius. 
This arrangement is of the third movement: Scherzo (and Trio). The 
Scherzo itself is in D minor (like most of the whole composition) and it is 
very rhythmic and has lines that go down by half-tones, typical to express 
sorrow. The Trio is in D major and sounds much more cheerful. The 
sorrow returns in the Da Capo. 
As is often the case this string quartet could not be simply copied into an 
accordion quartet, mainly because of the range of notes played by the 
cello. A bass part was added to give this arrangement more depth (the 
bass playing one octave lower than the cello) and to help out the fourth 
voice where the notes go too low for “small” accordions. (The bass 
cannot simply replace the cello in the original octave setting as the cello 
goes too high for a bass accordion.) The second violin part is also 
improved by taking advantage of the low F on 41-key accordions 
(whereas a violin only goes down to G). 
In this arrangement the first voice is much more difficult than the other 
voices, because of fast runs and large jumps. 
 
A recording by Professor P is available on YouTube. 
 
This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution 
license (and so is the recording). 
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non-staccato notes leggiero
Scherzo
Allegro molto
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