Violin Concerto nr. 1

Opus 26, movement 2: Adagio

Max Bruch

arranged by Paul De Bra for
accordion sextet or orchestra (with solo)
(1, 2, 3, 4, 5, bass, timpani)

Max Bruch was a German Romantic composer who wrote over 200
compositions, including three violin concertos. This arrangement is from
the well-known Adagio from the first concerto.

The concerto was written for an orchestra with at least 21 players,
including the violin solo, 2 flutes, 2 oboes, 2 clarinets, 2 horns in Es,

2 horns in B, 2 trumpets in Es, timpani (Es and Bes) and strings. In the
arrangement this was reduced to 5 accordion parts, bass and timpani,
making use of registers to give the wind instruments a different sound
from that of the strings. An orchestra can make this work a bit easier by
using diviso where needed, but a sextet can play it (even without
timpani).

This composition is written in E flat major, and going up to a high B flat
(only in the solo) which 41-key accordions do not have. Therefore a
version in D major is also available, to allow orchestras without a high B
flat for the solo to perform this work.

A recording by Professor P is available on YouTube.

This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution
license (and so is the recording).
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