
Ave Cello 
 

based on Bach’s cello suite nr. 1 
and Gounod’s Ave Maria 

 
 

Paul De Bra 
 

composed by Paul De Bra for 
“accordion quintet” 

(1, 2, 3, 4, bass) 
 

This is Paul De Bra’s first "serious" own composition. It is based on Cello 
Suite nr. 1 by Bach (BWV 1007) and the Ave Maria by Gounod. Gounod 
wrote the Ave Maria on top of a different work by Bach. The Cello Suite is 
normally for unaccompanied cello and can be played solo on a bass 
accordion after transposing it down enough, or on a rare cello accordion 
(sometimes called a bariton accordion). Here it is transformed to a 
swinging song for 5 players: 3 accordions, one percussion player which 
can actually also be done on accordion and then the bass accordion. 
The percussion can be done on a cajon, a djembe, bongos, etc. 
 
A recording by Professor P is available on YouTube. (It uses a djembe.) 
A recording by accordion quintet ARTE is available on the CD 
“Aangenaam”. (It uses a cajon.) 
 
This arrangement is provided under the Creative Commons Attribution 
license (and so is the recording by Professor P). 
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This composition is made available under the Creative Commons Attribution license.
For more compositions and arrangements see http://www.de-bra.nl/arrangements.html
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